
 

Council agendas are subject to change before or during the council meetings upon motion. All times are approximate. 

*Anyone with a disability requiring special accommodations or anyone wishing to make a public comment for this meeting via 

video or audio connection should contact the Town Clerk's Office at Town Hall or call (206)542-4443 before 1:00 p.m. the 

Thursday preceding the Council Meeting. For TDD relay service, call (206)587-5500, or outside the Seattle area #1-800-833-

6388. 
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TOWN OF WOODWAY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA 

WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 5, 2022 

7:00 P.M. 
 

Woodway Town Hall | 23920 113th Place W. | Woodway, WA 

 

 

 

1. Call to Order & Roll Call 

2. Public Comments* 

3. Approval of Minutes – September 7, 2022 

4. Review of Current Vision Statement 

5. Presentation and Review of Draft Land Use Element 

6. Discussion of Dept. of Commerce Housing Element Checklist 

7. Other business 

8. Adjournment 

 

http://www.townofwoodway.com/townhall/documents/AGENDA.doc
http://www.townofwoodway.com/townhall/documents/AGENDA.doc
http://www.townofwoodway.com/townhall/documents/AGENDA.doc
http://www.townofwoodway.com/townhall/documents/AGENDA.doc
http://www.townofwoodway.com/townhall/documents/AGENDA.doc
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TOWN OF WOODWAY 
PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING MINUTES 

Meeting Date: September 7, 2022 

Location: Woodway Town Hall - 23920 113th Place W. 

 

Members 

Present 

☒ Chair Per Odegaard ☐ Commissioner Jan Ostlund 

☒ Commissioner Lisa Marquart* ☒ Commissioner John Zevenbergen 

☒ Commissioner Laura Murphy* ☐ Commissioner John Rettenmier 

☐ Commissioner Teresa Pape  
 
Staff & 

Guests 

Present 

☒ Town Planner Bill Trimm* ☒ Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Kim Sullivan 

☐  ☐ 

*Attended virtually 
 

CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL 

Chair Odegaard called the meeting to order at 7pm. Commissioners Pape, Ostlund, and 

Rettenmier had excused absence. 

PUBLIC COMMENTS 

None. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES – SEPTEMBER 7, 2022 MINUTES 

Commissioner Zevenbergen moved to approve the minutes of July 6, 2022. Commissioner 

Marquart seconded the motion. The motion passed unanimously. 

DISCUSSION OF 2024 COMPREHENSIVE PLAN AND DEVELOPMENT REGULATIONS UPDATE 

• Town Planner, Bill Trimm went over 3 items in the packet, memo, Dept of Commerce 

checklist, and the land use element. Background of tasks to update the 2015 plan was 

summarized. 

• Town Planner Trimm went over the abbreviated process steps 1 – 5 for Commissioners 

consideration started with the Land Use element, then move on to the next elements using 

the same process/approach. Commissioner Zevenbergen asked when this work needed to be 

completed by, and Town Planner Trimm’s reply was December 2024. 

• Commissioner Marquardt asked if the Point Wells plan would need to be amended as well., 

Town Planner Trimm’s reply was no revisions were anticipated to the plan or  the code. 

Town Planner Trimm, explained the amendments to the GMA start at the state level and then 

filter down to the region, the counties  and then the cities 

• Town Planner Trimm asked the commission if the approach is agreeable. Commission 

agreed. 

• The Checklist, Section I and II were discussed  and explained how to answer the questions 

for each element. 
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• Transportation Element is extensive and technical and will be necessary with assistance from 

the Town’s engineering firm, Pace Engineers. 

• Shoreline element will be referenced to the Shoreline Master program and is a standalone 

document. 

• Essential Public Facilities – Woodway doesn’t have any of these, just a note in the element 

section is needed. 

• Town Planner Trimm went over the consistency requirement by GMA and stated that the 

Town’s policies will be consistent with the county and region. 

• Webpage will be made available to the residents for their input. 

• Section II Development regulations is the implementation part of the Comprehensive Plan 

with amendments to the municipal code that includes critical areas, zoning code and 

subdivision regulations. The Dept. of Commerce will assist the Counties and cities with the 

housing element requirements. Woodway will need to address these certain housing issues 

such as ccessory dwellings and may want some guidance from the Town Council. 

• Woodway doesn’t have resource lands or public facilities, so no need to address. 

• Pace Engineers and the Town will be working together on Stormwater section. 

• Memo sent out from Town Planner Trimm seeking any revisions to the goals and vision 

statements and asked for revisions or suggested changes. 

• Commissioner Marquart stated value in revisiting Woodway’s position on resource land and 

suburban agriculture based on what is happening on the county level. Term resource plans, 

we have open space, and have agricultural zoning codes and ordinances needs addressed. 

Many USDA certified beekeepers and is technically agriculture. Read in advance of the next 

meeting the RCWs and WACs that are mentioned in the Comprehensive Plan for a better 

understanding. Disparative impacts is a bigger issue for Woodway with relative to housing, 

as they are reflected economically. 

OTHER BUSINESS 

• Discussion about a boundary line adjustment, and the earliest meeting would be the 

November meeting. 

• Next meeting will be October 5, 2022. 

ADJOURNMENT 

Commissioner Marquart moved to adjourn the meeting. Commissioner Zevenbergen seconded 

the motion. The motion passed unanimously. Meeting adjourned at 8:01 pm 

Respectfully Submitted, APPROVED BY THE TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 

 ___________________________________   ______________________________________  

 Kim Sullivan, Deputy Clerk-Treasurer Per Odegaard, Chair  
 

(These minutes accurately reflect what was said at the Council Meeting. Publication does not vouch for the veracity of these 

statements.) 
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Memorandum

To: Planning Commission

From: Bill Trimm, FAICP

Date: September 26, 2022

Subject: Comprehensive Plan Update: Vision Statement/Draft Land Use Element/ Conservation Element 
and Housing Element Introduction

Welcome to Fall! 

Our first meeting of the season will be on October 5th at 7:00pm and once again will be meeting in a hybrid/
virtual format. As you will recall from our last meeting, we are beginning the process of updating the Town’s 
comprehensive plan and development regulations. At the September 7th meeting, staff introduced the Dept of 
Commerce Periodic Update Checklist for Fully Planning Cities and a preliminary work program coordinated with 
the checklist. To methodically proceed through the updated process, it seems prudent to organize the necessary 
revisions to the plan consistent with the various chapters of the Comprehensive Plan. Thus, we can begin with 
the Introduction section in Chapter 1 and conclude with any revisions to the Plan Amendment section in Chapter 
8. 

Chapter 1: Introduction

The introduction section of the Comprehensive Plan includes revisions that address new time periods associated 
with the periodic update process and additions to the recently updated Countywide Planning Policies. Also 
included is a section entitled Overarching Community Values, Goals and Vision Statements.  This is an important 
section as the goals and policies in each of the plan’s subsequent elements are intended to move toward and/or 
implement the Town’s primary vision for the future use and servicing of land. As we discussed at the September 
meeting, staff asked the Commission to review the vision statement and determine whether we need to 
recommend any changes or modifications. The Overarching Community Values, Goals and Vision Statements 
section is attached (Attachment 1) for your review and comments.

Chapter 2: Land Use Element

The first item on the Commerce Checklist is to review the Town’s current land use element and discuss any 
revisions that are necessary to comply with recent legislative amendments made to the Growth Management 
Act (GMA). At the September 7th meeting, staff introduced the Commerce checklist for the Land Use Element 
and have prepared a first cut of suggested revisions to address applicable sections related to Woodway. The 
suggested revisions are highlighted in red and underscored for your review and comments and are attached as 
Attachment 2.

The initial revisions address consistency with recently adopted regional and countywide planning policies and 
changes to several tables to reflect current land use conditions and population projections. Based on the 
Commission's review and comments related to the Vision Statement, we may wish to revise or modify certain 
land use policies. Other than minor editing and formatting (open space policies have been deleted and moved to 
the Parks and Recreation Element) staff has not suggested any significant revisions to the goals or policies 
section until we discuss with the Commission. 

Town of Woodway Comprehensive Plan -  Chapter 3 - Conservation Element 27
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Chapter 3: Conservation

The goals and policies of the conservation element are consistent with the GMA goals and therefore no 
required revisions are necessary. The Conservation Element is included as Attachment 3 for your review.

Chapter 4 Transportation Element
(The transportation element is scheduled to be reviewed and discussed in January/February 2023.)

Chapter 5: Housing Element

 Legislative amendments that were made to the Housing Element section of the Act significantly changes 
how jurisdictions are to address housing affordability in their respective comprehensive plans. Whereas 
the previous legislation provided that each jurisdiction’s Housing Element shall “encourage the 
availability of housing affordable”, the amendments in HB 1220 revised the provision to state that each 
Housing Element shall “plan for and accommodate housing affordable to all economic segments of the 
population of this state, promote a variety of residential densities and housing types, and encourage 
preservation of existing housing stock.”

The Town’s current Housing Element adequately meets the previous intent of the Act. The element 
focuses on the preservation of residential neighborhoods and the housing stock and the following 
subtopics,

• an inventory and analysis of existing and projected housing needs commensurate with 
the population projection

• a statement of goals, policies, and provisions for the preservation, improvement, and 
development of housing, including single-family residences, and

•  identifies enough land for projected housing needs.

The new legislative amendments will require the Town to expand the list above and include additional 
information regarding:

• the projection of housing needs and number of units to manage growth, as provided by the 
Dept of Commerce,

• mandatory provisions for the preservation, improvement, and development of housing, 
including single-family residences, and within an urban growth area boundary, moderate 
density housing options including, but not limited to, duplexes, triplexes, and townhomes,

• the identification of sufficient capacity for differing housing types, and
• adequate provisions for existing and projected needs of all economic segments of the 

community.

The Dept. of Commerce is tasked with providing each county and its cities a projection of housing needs 
and number of units for each economic segment of the jurisdiction’s population. Based on the land and 
housing values in Woodway, it is apparent that the Town’s housing needs and unit projections will be 
aligned with the higher end of scale. A recent note from Snohomish County stated that the Commerce 
projections will not be available until December 2022 at the earliest. Thus, staff suggest that the 
Commission proceed with a general conversation of how Woodway should address the new provisions 
in the law as set forth in the Housing Element checklist and postpone any revisions to the Housing 
Element until we have all the required data and information from Commerce and Snohomish County.

Thank you and I look forward to meeting with you next Wednesday evening October 5th at 7:00pm.
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Attachments:

1. Overarching Community Values, Goals and Vision Statements
2. Chapter 2. Revised Land use Element
3. Chapter 3. Conservation Element (no revisions)
4. Commerce Checklist for the Housing Element
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ATTACHMENT 1

Overarching Community Values, Goals, and Vision Statements 
The purpose of the Town’s vision statement is to define the desired future of the community that should 
be in the forefront of major public and private decision-making. The vision for Woodway is based on a 
set of community values that residents have identified as vitally important to decision-making 
throughout the planning period.

Community Values
Woodway historically has been a community characterized by low density residential neighborhoods 
situated in a forested environment adjacent to Puget Sound. The Town’s logo includes the slogan “The 
Quiet Place”, which accurately describes the sensory mood of the community when compared to more 
urban environs that surround the Town. Community values and community qualities listed by the 
Planning Commission include the following:

• Quiet residential neighborhoods situated among a physical setting of natural landscapes 
characterized by a Northwest forested environment exemplified by mature vegetation, abundance 
of wildlife, expanses of tall trees, and open space;

• An appreciation of, and the impetus to, preserve the Town’s unique physical setting and low 
density residential neighborhoods while being surrounded by jurisdictions with more intense 
urban development;

• A strong “sense of community” and active volunteerism;

• A well-recognized pedestrian environment distinguished by its expansive walking paths and 
bikeways;

• Local residential streets with low traffic volumes devoid of congestion; and

• A legacy of independent local government with active participation in regional issues.
•

Community Goals
The above values/qualities have been a solid foundation of the community for decades and have served 
as a touchstone for planning goals in the Town’s previous comprehensive plans. Community values and 
qualities still embrace a contained community, large expanses of wooded open space, and quiet 
residential neighborhoods, but acknowledge that Woodway is not immune to urban issues. The Planning 
Commission has defined the following goals that contribute to the Town’s vision:

Character
Preserve Woodway’s unparalleled physical setting and its low density single-family neighborhoods. 
Respect the character of existing homes, neighborhoods, and land uses when considering new 
development within the Town and its designated municipal urban growth area.

Guidance
Use the Comprehensive Plan, Shoreline Master Program, and development regulations as a guide for 
coordinating and regulating development activity.
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Land Use
Continue the historic land use patterns of low-density single-family residential neighborhoods consistent 
with state goals and regional and countywide planning policies. Accommodate development that is in 
the best interest of the Town and that will adequately meet the Town’s adopted population and 
employment targets.

Environment
Preserve the Town’s unique natural setting and advance the enactment and administration of policies 
and regulations that promote conservation of natural resources, environmental stewardship, and 
sustainable development patterns and infrastructure. 

Transportation
Maintain a safe and convenient circulation system for the movement of people, goods, and services 
through Town while minimizing detrimental impacts generated by internal and external development 
activities.

Community Facilities/Utilities
Provide the necessary public facilities to meet current and future needs.

Governance
Continue to promote and administer Town policies that maintain Woodway’s small-town character, 
independence, and sense of community that has been a hallmark of the community since incorporation.

Vision Statement
As stated above, the purpose of the vision statement is to serve as the basis for making public and 
private decisions about land use, services, environmental protection, and the quality of life of Woodway 
residents. Because of its broad application for overall community-wide decision making, the vision 
statement is incorporated into the Town’s comprehensive plan and represents the overarching basis for 
the goals and policies set forth in each of the plan’s elements.

• Woodway is a regional ecological resource that also is home to a stable, sustainable residential 
community. The Town includes significant native forests, wetlands, marine bluffs, wildlife 
corridors, and environmentally restored shorelines. These features, as well as a commitment to 
environmental stewardship, define the Town’s identity.

• Woodway’s natural resources are accessible to community residents and visitors from 
throughout the region. Environmental awareness and stewardship are important aspects of public 
land protection and restoration. Town actions, volunteer work, and individual residential 
activities all serve to reduce human impacts to the ecology. New development and infrastructure 
adheres to low-impact development practices.

• While the Town’s governmental activities are restricted to those actions necessary to protect the 
general health, safety, and public welfare of the community’s interests and maintain public 
services, volunteer efforts are an important source of civic energy and provide much of the 
community’s cohesion and collective identity. Woodway’s mission is to provide efficient and 
accessible municipal services and responsible stewardship of land and resources.

• Any new residential development of the upper bluff within the Town’s MUGA should benefit 
the Town financially, add to the Town’s identity, and should be planned and designed to 
complement the Town’s existing character and development patterns.
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• Point Wells is redeveloped for a combination of desired mixed land uses on the waterfront, a 
restored shoreline ecology, substantial public access, and recreational opportunities consistent 
with the Woodway Municipal Urban Growth Area Subarea Plan.
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ATTACHMENT 2

Chapter 2: Land Use Element
Introduction
The Land Use Element provides for the general distribution and location of existing and future land 
uses. It describes development trends and the general character of the Town of Woodway. It also 
includes population densities, building intensities, estimates of future population growth, and policies 
that provide for the future use, distribution, and servicing of land including approaches that promote 
physical activity. The underlying purpose of the Land Use Element is to ensure that an adequate amount 
and distribution of urban land uses are available to accommodate the projected 20-year population and 
employment projections of the Town.

General Setting of Woodway
Existing Community
The Town consists of 84611 acres, including tidelands. A system of public streets connects Woodway to 
the City of Edmonds in Snohomish County and the City of Shoreline in King County. Residential uses 
range from multi-acre residential tracts situated within preserved urban forests to low-density 
subdivisions. An array of public open space exists throughout the Town, including the 13-acre 
Woodway Reserve located along the Town’s southern main roadway.

Woodway’s land use distribution is predominantly single family residential. The Town’s zoning districts 
allow for single-family development on one-quarter acre, one-third acre, one acre, and two acre lots. 
Residential uses cover approximately 90% of the Town’s total land area while the only non-residential 
uses within the Town’s boundaries are public uses that include Town Hall and several open space 
parcels.

Residents of the Town and those of surrounding jurisdictions use the Town’s walkways and streets for 
active recreational activities, including jogging, running, and bicycling. Surrounding School District 
facilities, community centers, and local, county, and state parks provide additional active and passive 
recreational opportunities.

The tidelands and associated shoreline are governed by the 2013 Woodway Shoreline Master Program. 
The Shoreline Master Program is a stand-alone document that includes provides goals, policies, and 
development regulations for the land area within 200 feet of the ordinary high water mark of Puget 
Sound. There are  and limits development activity to three environmental designations set out in the 
master plan that include: aquatic, urban conservancy, and Point Wells Urban. The policies and 
regulations associated with the Point Wells Urban designation would be applicable upon annexation.

Point Wells
Located adjacent to and nearly surrounded by the southwest portion the Town is a 6297-acre remnant of 
unincorporated Snohomish County. The acreage includes a 62-acre waterfront area, commonly referred 
to as Point Wells. The majority of this area includes property currently used as a distribution center for 
asphalt materials. The area also includes railroad right of way owned by BNSF and the outfall portal for 
King County’s Brightwater sewer treatment system. Primary access to Point Wells is via Richmond 
Beach Drive Northwest through the Town and the City of Shoreline.

Point Wells, other than the outfall portal, is planned and zoned for a future mixed-use urban village. The outfall portal 
remains zoned industrial. Both the County, City of Shoreline and Woodway have 
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participated with the property owners and surrounding neighborhoods in planning for a future the new 
urban village at Point Wells. because the area is located within the Snohomish County Southwest Urban 
Growth Area, and more specifically within Woodway’s designated Municipal Urban Growth Area. The 
Town adopted the Point Wells Subarea Plan 2020Woodway Municipal Urban Growth Area Subarea 
Plan-2013 to provide guidance for future the development of the area upon annexation to Woodway. An 
application for development of the urban village has been submitted to Snohomish County. 

The remaining 35 acres of the site, known as the Upper Bluff, includes an environmentally sensitive 
steep-sloped mid-bluff, and a relatively flat upland area. This area is zoned for single-family residential 
development. The primary access to the Upper Bluff is from 238th Street Southwest in Woodway.

Land Use Services
Woodway provides municipal urban services through a combination of both directly by Town 
employees and through contractual servicess. The Capital Facilities element details provision of both 
contracted and direct municipal services.

Domestic water and sanitary sewer services are provided to Woodway through agreements between the 
Town and Olympic View Water and Sewer District. Several homes within the Town are provided sewer 
service by agreement with Ronald Wastewater Utility District. Olympic View’s water source includes a 
series of wells, one of which is situated in the 22-acre Deer Creek watershed located within the 
boundaries of Woodway. This area is protected by a Conservation zone designation.  In December 2013, 
the Town provided 10-years notice to Olympic View of the Town’s intent to resume sewer operations 
and assume Olympic View’s water and sewer services within the Town. Pursuant to an agreement 
between the Town and Olympic View, Olympic View must transfer its water and sewer assets to the 
Town upon the conclusion of the 10-year period.

The Town owns several open space parcels, including the 22.7-acre Woodway Reserve, a portion of 
which is designated as Native Growth/Public Open Space within the Woodway Highlands. The Town 
also owns Olympic Park, which is presently a 5.05-acre undeveloped parcel of overlooking Puget 
Sound, and Deer Creek Park, a 4.38-acre undevelo----ped parcel adjacent to the southern edge of the 
Deer Creek Watershed. The Town is planning to install limited passive recreation facilities at Deer 
Creek Park.

Existing Conditions
The land use patterns in Woodway are very similar to those existing at the time of incorporation in 1958. 
Land use is dominated by single-family residential neighborhoods situated within mature urban forests, 
as well as several more recent developments. The residential development pattern has resulted in the 
retention of significant areas of native vegetation in their natural state. More intensive urban 
development surrounds Woodway with commercial establishments, schools, and other services nearby 
and within walking distance.

Land use designations of the Comprehensive Plan are appropriately implemented with complementary 
zoning districts. The Town Hall and public open spaces, considered institutional uses, are allowable in 
residential zoning districts. The following table illustrates the amount of land area allocated to the 
existing zone districts within the town limits.
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Table 2-1
Land Use Categories and Zoning Districts

Category Acres (includes 
tidelands) * % of Total

Single-Family Residential:
    Forest Residential Park (R-87 & 
R-43)

512.4  60.563.1

    Suburban Residential (R-14.5) 100.3 11.8512.4
    Urban Restricted (UR) 6732.9  8.034.1
Conservation (C): 49.0  5.86.0
Public & BNSF Rights-of-Way: 116. 7 13.814.4
Totals: 84611.3 100 

Source:  Snohomish County Assessor
*Approximate acreage

Land Use Character and Planned Residential Densities
The Growth Management Act requires communities to plan for their respective share of the anticipated 
growth provided by the state and county population allocation. Woodway has participated in the process 
with other Snohomish County jurisdictions by allocating population growth to the planning year of 
204435. Based on the availability of vacant developable land within the current Town limits, Woodway 
can adequately accommodate its anticipated 204435 population of 1,480389 as documented in Tables 
2-2 and 2-3.

Woodway has a historical pattern of low density residential neighborhoods with zoned lot sizes ranging 
from 8,400 square feet up to two acres in size. It is important to point out that the GMA does not require 
that these historical land use patterns be redeveloped to higher densities. However, the GMA does 
require that the Town meet its 20-year population forecasts with a range of densities set out in the Land 
Use Element. Based on the distribution of developed and undeveloped land in the Town’s zoning 
districts, Woodway can meet its 204435 population target of 1,480389. This population target was 
adopted by the Snohomish County Council as an element of the Snohomish Countywide Planning 
Policies in March 2022June 2013. 

Future Population and Employment Projections
Population projections for the next 20 years are based on Washington State Office of Financial 
Management (OFM) and Puget Sound Regional Council estimates, employment opportunities, and 
available land supply. Employment opportunities in the Town of Woodway are limited as there is no 
commercial or industrial zoned or developed land. Individual residents may operate home-based 
businesses consistent with the Home Occupation provisions of the Woodway Municipal Code.
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Since incorporation in 1958, Woodway’s population has increased from 400 to 1,33007 as of April 1, 
202210 Washington State Office of Financial Management. According to the Snohomish County Tomorrow 
Estimates and Population Targets, Woodway’s population within the current town limits is expected to 
increase to 1,480389 by the year 204435 supported by the Town’s available land supply. Population 
estimates for the Town’s MUGA (Point Wells) is forecast to reach 271 residents by 2044.

Table 2-2
Population Increase: 1958 to 204435

Incorporation Current Projected
Year 1958 1970 1980 202210 204435
Population 400 879 832 133007 1480389

Source: Washington Office of Financial Management, Snohomish County Tomorrow, and Town 
of Woodway

Table 2-3 illustrates the total number of housing units and commensurate population that could be 
developed on Woodway’s existing inventory of vacant building lots, parcels, and potentially 
redevelopable parcels based on current zoning. To attain this estimated population target for 204435, an 
addition of 15082 new residents will need to be accommodated within the Town’s jurisdiction. Since the 
amount of vacant land in the existing zone districts can support a total of 101 new residents, the existing 
zone districts have enough capacity to adequately support the 2035 allocated population.

Table 2-3
Additional Residential Capacity

Zone District Undeveloped 
Acres*

Additional 
Housing Unit 
Capacity**

Population 
Estimate 2.890/unit

UR 32 0 36 0 104 0
R-87 39.3 32.5 5 15 14 43.5
R-43 6.9  5.85 3 5 7 14.5

R-14.5 5.615.4 11 15 30 44
Total 83.8 853.7 55 35 155 101.5

Source: Snohomish County Buildable Land Report 202112 – Page 23219

* Includes vacant, pending as of 5/2021and potentially redevelopable land consistent with minimum lot area 
requirements of underlying zone district

** Capacity is based on the total amount of potentially developable acres and does not reflect the individual 
property owners’ desire to retain larger land parcels.

While there are several lots within the Town’s boundaries that are larger than the minimum size required by the 
underlying zoning district, only a few could lend themselves to being subdivided due to the siting of improvements and 
adjacent critical areas. Numerous lots include the steep bluff overlooking Puget Sound, which is identified as an 
environmentally critical area due to its slope 

  1 Washington State Office of Financial Management
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and/or slide potential. Additionally, wetlands due to underground springs and aquifer recharge areas are 
also present.

Land Use Goals and Policies
The Town of Woodway’s vision statement is aimed at maintaining the stable residential character of 
existing and new neighborhoods, preserving the Town’s notable natural surroundings, fostering a culture 
of environmental sustainability and active living, and promoting coordination and cooperation with 
surrounding communities. The goals and policies set out below are specific courses of action to guide 
both public and private decisions to move toward and attain the Town’s stated vision. Goals are 
identified as LUG (Land Use Goal) and policies are identified as LUP (Land Use Policy).

Town Character and Development Goals
LUG-1 To preserve the Town of Woodway’s natural and scenic character, park-like atmosphere 

and the privacy of individual residences.

LUG-2 To preserve and protect the Town of Woodway’s historical development patterns a 
through strict enforcement of the Town’s development regulations.

LUG-3 To provide development regulations that allow for innovation and flexibility in the 
development of single-family housing within the current Town limits and mixed-use land 
uses at Point Wells, while preserving the character, natural environment, and 
environmentally sensitive areas of the Town and its MUGA.

LUG-4 To discourage development in areas where there are inadequate public facilities and/or 
environmentally sensitive areas determined to be potentially hazardous to public safety.

LUG-5 To preserve and maintain the views of the nighttime skies and the visual character of 
Woodway by ensuring that nighttime lighting levels are designed to avoid light spillage 
off-site and upward into the nighttime sky.

Town Character and Development Policies
LUP-1 To limit development to areas with adequate levels of public utility and facility services.

LUP-2 To guide and regulate land development by the application of zoning, subdivision 
standards, and environmental policies and regulations that address the cumulative 
impacts of development on Town resources and consistency with the Growth 
Management Act.

LUP-3 To designate residential densities based on the land’s natural capacity for development, 
historical development patterns, the ability to provide required public facilities and 
services, the protection of environmentally sensitive areas, adopted population targets and 
compatibility with surrounding land uses.

LUP-4 To limit redevelopment to higher densities by such factors as compatibility with 
surrounding residential uses, adequacy of public facilities and services, traffic patterns, 
Town character, and the project’s cumulative impacts on the surrounding natural areas 
including the urban forests, bluff, tidelands, and stream corridors, and the protection of 
and minimizing impacts on environmentally sensitive areas.
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LUP-5 To ensure that residential infill development and redevelopment in established residential 
areas shall be designed to protect and enhance Town character, historical development 
patterns, and the natural environment.

LUP-6 To ensure that new residential development and substantial remodels shall address the 
following minimum improvements in accordance with state and local regulations:

i. Paved streets and surfaced walkways;
ii. Off-street parking;
iii. Storm drainage control, including stormwater conveyance and detention 

facilities;
iv. Public water supply;
v. Public sanitary sewers;
vi. Circulation and traffic patterns for the development; 
vii. Open space; 
viii. Environmentally critical areas; and
ix. Underground wiring.

LUP-7 To ensure that new development and redevelopment within the Town shall provide for 
and/or contribute its proportionate fair share of expenses associated with the provision or 
maintenance of established urban Levels of Service, in accordance with applicable state 
statutes and local regulations. Urban Levels of Service include streets, pedestrian 
circulation systems, emergency services (police and fire protection), schools, stormwater 
and water quality management, open space, and municipal sewer and water services.

LUP-8 To ensure that the provision of off-site improvements shall be provided concurrent with 
the development of the proposed project, in accordance with state and local regulations, if 
applicable. In the case of an approved phased development, off-site improvements and/or 
fair share contributions may be provided concurrent with each phase, provided that for 
each phase adopted levels of service standards are maintained.

LUP-9 To establish standard methodologies to be used to determine the appropriate fair share 
contribution to be paid by new development for those off-site improvements that are 
associated with a proposed project.

LUP-10 To periodically review all applicable development related sections of the Woodway 
Municipal Code and amend as necessary to ensure consistency with the adopted 
Comprehensive Plan.

LUP-11 To ensure that residential, public, and other uses shall provide outdoor lighting fixtures 
that shield the light source and do not cast light upward into the nighttime sky.

Open Space Goals
LUG-6 To encourage the retention and dedication of open space areas for the use and enjoyment 

by Town and area residents.
LUG-7 To provide for the preservation of open space through the purchase of land by the Town, 

and through the fair and reasonable application of development regulations related to 
private land development activities.
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LUG-8 To the maximum extent possible, retain open space in its natural state to protect the 
quality and quantity of groundwater used for public water supplies. Where appropriate, 
re-vegetate previously disturbed areas with indigenous native vegetation to enhance the 
urban forests and provide wildlife habitat opportunities and areas for the use and 
enjoyment by Town and area residents.

LUG-9 To encourage the development of recreational opportunities, conserve fish and wildlife 
habitat, increase access to natural resource lands and water, and develop existing parks 
where appropriate.

LUG-10 To encourage the protection of the historic character of the area by striving to retain 
existing natural areas and open spaces.

LUG-11 To provide for the protection of habitat areas, open space, and passive recreation through 
zoning, development guidelines, and other land use regulations.

Open Space Policies
LUP-12 To ensure that proposed subdivisions provide for open space areas.
LUP-13 To allow the preservation of open space to be accomplished through the use of 

conservation easements, buffer areas, landscape setbacks, or other means to protect or 
enhance the natural environment and environmentally sensitive areas, increase open 
space, and/or add to the general aesthetics of a land use proposal.

LUP-14 To promote the retention, conservation, and, where appropriate, the acquisition of open 
space and environmentally sensitive areas with unique or fragile features to promote 
education and/or maintain natural resource values.

LUP-15 To require protection of environmentally critical areas through the designation of open 
space areas within existing and new developments.

LUP-16 To encourage the use of excess rights-of-way, road ends, and other infrastructure areas 
for open space purposes.

LUP-17 To adopt development regulations that maintain and enhance inter-connected open space 
areas for use by wildlife to travel between habitat areas and to provide and enhance 
additional habitat opportunities.

LUP-18 To promote a diverse approach to funding for the acquisition of open space areas, by 
using public and private funds through a variety of different funding sources.

Point Wells Goals and Policies

Consistent with the planning requirements of the State’s Growth Management Act, the Town has 
completed a subarea plan for its designated Municipal Urban Growth Area. In December 2020August 
2013, the Town Council adopted the Point Wells Subarea Plan -2020Woodway Municipal Urban 
Growth Area Subarea Plan-2013. This subarea plan is located in Appendix A and is hereby incorporated 
into the Woodway Comprehensive Plan Update -202415.

Shorelines

There is approximately one mile of waterfront area located within the Town’s corporate limits. The shoreline and 
tidelands are separated from the upland portion of the area by the Burlington Northern 
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Santa Fe Railroad right-of-way. This right-of-way is used daily by freight and passenger trains including 
Amtrak and Sound Transit’s Sounder commuter rail train. 

Olympic Park, located in the northwest corner of the Town, is bisected by the railroad tracks and the 
western portion of the park is situated within the shoreline jurisdiction. The remainder of the shoreline 
and adjacent tidelands are in private ownership. There is a history of slope instability and landslides on 
the bluffs.

The Town adopted its first Shoreline Master Program in 2001. The GMA required update of the 
Woodway Shoreline Master Program was adopted by the Town Council and Department of Ecology in 
May 2013.

The Town’s Shoreline Master Program applies to all land areas located within the 200 foot contour of 
the ordinary high water mark of Puget Sound. The Master Program is also applicable to Point Wells 
upon annexation by the Town.
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Attachment 3

Chapter 3: Conservation Element
Introduction
Woodway is characterized by historical development patterns that created expansive land parcels for 
residential living areas set amongst an environment of mature northwest forest overlooking Puget 
Sound. Significant watershed, wildlife habitats, and sensitive environmental areas exist throughout the 
Town.

The Town of Woodway values its quality of life standards, adheres to a strong commitment to 
conservation of its natural resources and believes that the protection and preservation of those attributes 
make Woodway “The Quiet Place.” From its inception, Woodway founders, residents, and leaders have 
stressed the importance of air, land, and water quality.

The purpose of the conservation element is to define those components of the Town’s environment that 
should be addressed in terms of conservation, preservation, or protection. The format for the element 
begins with a brief discussion of the various environmental components followed by a list of goals and 
then policies intended to guide future action.

Environmental Components
Topography and Geology
The Town of Woodway occupies less than two square miles of land, including tidelands, bounded on the 
north and east by the City of Edmonds, on the South by the City of Shoreline and on the west by 
Snohomish County and Puget Sound.

The Town is located on a rolling plateau known as the Seattle drift plain, which drops irregularly to 
Puget Sound in a series of basins formed by small streams that flow through the area. A relatively steep 
bluff separates the upper portion of the plateau from the Sound. The geology of Woodway is primarily 
composed of Vashon Till generally situated south of Deer Creek and Advanced Outwash that underlies 
the till and is exposed on the steep slopes of the Woodway Bluff. The Advanced Outwash also exists 
north of Deer Creek. These till and outwash were deposits from the receding Vashon Glacier.

Most of the Town lies between 180 and 350 feet above mean sea level. The predominant natural feature of the Town is 
the Deer Creek drainage, which geographically divides the Town in half. Deer Creek and the associated aquifer begin 
on the eastern boundary of the Town at approximately 228th Street Southwest and terminate at Puget Sound. A portion 
of theThe Deer Creek watershed is owned 
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by the Olympic View Water and Sewer District and supplies 40% of the potable water needs for Woodway.

The second major drainage way is Willow Creek, located in the north end of the Town. Willow Creek 
supplies the water source for the Deer Creek Hatchery, located just north of the Woodway town limits in the 
City of Edmonds. The Deer Creek Hatchery raises salmon for release into Puget Sound waters.

Soils
Woodway is composed primarily of the Everett and Alderwood series of soils (Soil Survey of Snohomish 
County Area, Washington (USDA)). Soil type and slope affect the stability of an area. Erosion can be 
significant and occur rapidly if vegetation, including trees and forest litter, are removed for development.

The geology of the Town is indicative of the glacially created Puget Sound area. Surface deposits vary from 
clean sand deposits to clay soils. With the exception of a few areas the majority of surface soils are poorly 
drained, characterized by perched water table conditions during the winter months.

Vegetation and Wildlife
The Town of Woodway is best described as an example of a Puget Sound Lowland Douglas Fir/Salal plant 
community. A plant community of this type is characterized by the predominance of coniferous trees such as 
Western Hemlock (Tsuga heterophylla), Western Red Cedar (Thuja plicata), Douglas Fir (Pseudotsuga 
menziesli), and Grand Fir (Abis grandis).

Environmental factors such as sunshine, soil moisture, and drainage will determine which species will be 
dominant within each stand. Associated with these common conifers are several species of broad-leaved 
trees, most frequently Red Alder (Alnus rubra) and Bigleaf Maple (Acer macrophyllum). The understory 
typically consists of a range of shrubs, perennials and seasonal wildflowers, which include Salal (Gaultheria 
shallon), Pacific Blackberry (Rubus vitifolus), Salmonberry (Rubus spectabilis), Rhododendron 
(Rhododendron macrophyllum), Vanilla Leaf (Achlys triphylla) and False Solomon’s Seal (Smilicina 
racemosa).

Animals inhabiting Woodway are also typical of those found in a Douglas Fir/Salal forest in the urbanized 
area of Puget Sound. The relatively small size of the individual plan community has limited the number of 
species as well as the fact that the Town lies adjacent to a densely urbanized area. Within the Town’s 
undisturbed natural areas, particularly the bluff along Puget Sound, one might encounter deer, raccoons, 
opossum, coyotes, squirrels, mountain beaver, and other assorted small rodents. These areas provide habitat 
and an irreplaceable natural corridor through which wildlife can pass. The Deer Creek basin also provides an 
east-west corridor for wildlife to access Puget Sound and connect to the bluff area, which provides additional 
access to lands north and south.

Given the proximity of the Town to Puget Sound, and the fact that a large portion of the Town remains tree-
covered, birds of varying sizes and species are common. Bird species presently include raptors such as the 
Bald Eagle, Hawks and Owls, Woodpeckers, Jays, Band-Tailed Pigeons, Blue Herons, and Quail. Migratory 
songbirds and resident waterfowl are present to the extent there is available habitat such as wetland areas 
with open water. The Puget Sound Audubon Society has recorded 78 bird species present within the Town 
including Bald Eagles and Pileated Woodpeckers, which are listed on the state and federal endangered/
threatened species list.

The drainage basins within the Town may provide habitat for salmonid species (i.e., Trout and Salmon), 
particularly the creeks in the north end of Town that flow to the Deer Creek Hatchery located in 
Edmonds, and then out to the Sound. Natural drainage basins within the Town are generally well shaded 
and surrounded by native vegetation such that if sufficient flows are present 
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and the basin gradient is not too steep, creeks within these basins may support native fish populations. 
However, a comprehensive survey of each drainage basin has yet to be undertaken. These basins also 
provide valuable water quality functions such as retaining, slowing, and filtering runoff prior to these 
flows reaching Puget Sound. Additionally, the public and private tidelands within the Town provide 
areas of Eelgrass, which supports and provides habitat for both ESA listed and non-listed salmonids.

Fish and wildlife are important historical, cultural, recreational, and economic resources. They also 
serve as indicators of the condition and health of our physical and natural environment. Because the 
natural holding capacity of land is a constant, the loss of wildlife is generally proportional to the loss of 
habitat area. Species continue to be proposed for listing by state and federal agencies as endangered, 
threatened, sensitive, candidate, or monitored status. To protect important species, environmental 
elements necessary for survival such as shelter, food sources, access to water, habitat area, migration 
corridors, and freedom from disturbance during critical life cycle periods must be identified, preserved, 
and enhanced.

Surface and Groundwater Resources
Woodway has four groundwater drainage basins:

• Willow Creek, which slopes northerly towards the City of Edmonds;
• Deer Creek East Drainage Basin, which slopes easterly;
• Deer Creek West Drainage Basin, which slopes westerly toward Puget Sound; and
• Richmond Beach Drainage Basin, which slopes to the south and west towards Richmond Beach, 

in the City of Shoreline within King County.

There are three or four other smaller creeks that accumulate groundwater and storm runoff that 
discharge into Puget Sound. There is an abundance of natural springs and small surface water drainages. 
Rainwater rapidly percolates through the till soils but moves laterally when in contact with impermeable 
deposits such as clay.

The Town also owns a 2.4-acre wetland, located in the southwestern portion of the Town, adjacent to 
241st Street Southwest. The wetland is classified as a palustrine forested seasonally flooded/saturated 
wetland, with large snags present. This wetland is identified as priority habitat by the Washington State 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (WDFW) in the WDFW Priority Habitats and Species Database.

Environmentally Critical Areas
Pursuant to the Growth Management Act, environmentally critical areas include wetlands, aquifer 
recharge areas, fish and wildlife habitat, frequently flooded areas (including streams), and geologically 
hazardous areas.

There are several small streams/wetland areas in Woodway that serve as important wildlife resources 
and corridors. Smaller, site-specific sensitive areas have not yet been mapped since relatively little 
development has occurred that would trigger the identification of these areas. 

Geologically hazardous areas include steep slope hazard, landslide and erosion hazard, and seismic 
hazard (liquefaction prone) areas. WAC 365-195-200(9) defines geological  hazardous areas as “areas 
that because of their susceptibility to erosion, sliding, earthquake, or other geological events, are not 
suited to siting of commercial, residential, or industrial development consistent with public health or 
safety concerns.” In Woodway, geologically hazardous areas are located along the bluff as evidenced by 
recent landslide activity (1997).
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As building and development applications are submitted to the Town, they will be reviewed to 
determine if the site will be impacted by any critical and/or sensitive areas including wetlands, 
geological hazard areas, streams, fish and wildlife habitat, and frequently flooded areas and regulated 
accordingly.

Conservation Goals
CG-1 To preserve the Town’s natural systems, including landforms, soils, watercourses, and 

vegetation, in order to protect public health, safety, and welfare, and maintain the 
integrity of the natural environment and environmentally sensitive areas, clean air and 
clean water.

CG-2 To recognize the role that wetlands and other critical and sensitive areas play in our 
ecosystem by strictly enforcing the Town’s Critical Areas Ordinance.

CG-3 To preserve and enhance existing natural vegetation and encourage the addition of native 
drought-tolerant species to developed areas while eliminating invasive plant species. All 
development activities shall minimize hardscape and encourage landscaping and 
greenbelts.

CG-4 To protect the Town’s aquifer recharge areas.

CG-5 To protect and enhance the Town’s streams and the functions and values of wetlands.

CG-6 To administer the Town’s adopted development regulations to prevent water quality 
degradation and fish and wildlife habitat loss and minimize the loss of public and private 
property in geologically hazardous areas.

CG-7 To coordinate with Snohomish County and the state to designate and protect critical and 
sensitive areas within the Town and its Municipal Urban Growth Area that provide fish 
and wildlife habitat for plants and animals that have been identified by the state as being 
threatened, endangered, sensitive, or identified by the Town as species of local 
significance.

CG-8 To utilize the substantive authority of the State Environmental Policy Act (SEPA) to 
condition development proposals to identify environmental impacts on the Town’s 
natural and built resources and require attendant mitigation measures.

Conservation Policies
Land Conservation and the Natural Environment Policies

LCP-1 To sustain and enhance the existing forested natural setting of the Town and to promote 
the use of indigenous plants for landscaping improvements as envisioned by its founders 
and current residents.

LCP-2 To administer the Town’s tree preservation ordinance aimed at preserving and enhancing 
the Town’s natural wooded character and promoting vegetative management practices 
that will maintain the Town’s unique natural setting and open space. New development 
and redevelopment proposals shall include efforts to preserve existing trees as part of the 
site design.



Town of Woodway Comprehensive Plan – Chapter 3 – Conservation Element 20

LCP-3 To identify the general location of the Town’s Critical Areas, including fish and wildlife 
habitat areas, aquifer recharge areas, geologically hazardous areas, wetlands, and streams, 
on the official critical areas map.

LCP-4 To protect and restore environmental quality through land use plans, surface water 
management plans and programs, and development review. Use Best Available Science 
techniques to ensure the success of protection and restoration efforts, including, but not 
limited to, low impact development or other strategies approved or endorsed by the 
state’s resource agencies.

LCP-5 To retain native vegetation and coniferous and deciduous trees in rights-of-way, in 
setback and buffer areas, in open space areas and, to the extent possible, on the 
developable areas of individual lots.

LCP-6 To require new development within the Town of Woodway to protect and preserve 
identified critical and sensitive areas.

LCP -7 To promote land use patterns that protect critical and sensitive areas and minimize 
hazardous conditions to human settlements.

LCP-8 To promote innovative design and planning that ensures the protection of critical and 
sensitive areas while allowing for reasonable use and development of property.

LCP-9 To amend the zoning code and other development regulations as necessary based on the 
Best Available Science to provide for protection of critical and sensitive areas while 
allowing for reasonable use and development of property.

LCP-10 To cooperate with Snohomish County and Olympic View Water and Sewer District to 
implement specific measures for the protection of water quality in Puget Sound.

LCP-11 To encourage private donations of land or conservation easements for critical and 
sensitive areas and their associated buffers and encourage the establishment of open 
space tracts to protect and preserve natural areas and environmentally sensitive areas 
within the Town.

Air Quality Policies
AQP-1 To maintain significant vegetation that will enhance air quality and to minimize the 

potential of air pollution through the exclusion of industrial, commercial, and those land 
uses that generate high volumes of vehicular traffic.

Water Resource Policies: Streams, Wetlands, and Aquifer Recharge Areas
WRP-1 To preserve and protect the Olympic View Watershed area of Deer Creek through 

prohibition of uses and encroachments that may harm the water resources.

WRP-2 To enact drainage standards intended to protect groundwater and manage surface waters 
from pollution.

WRP-3 To promote environmentally sound stormwater management and water resource 
practices.

WRP-4 To permit a range of wastewater disposal systems (private on-site septic and public 
sewer) intended to reduce the flow of effluent to Puget Sound. In the event that on-site 
systems fail and threaten water quality, facilitate the extension of sewer lines.



Town of Woodway Comprehensive Plan – Chapter 3 – Conservation Element 21

WRP-5 To regulate private development activities to protect water quality and quantity in such a 
manner as to preserve and enhance fisheries and wildlife habitat.

WRP-6 To regulate development activities within streams and associated buffer areas to protect 
and enhance identified functions and values.

WRP-7 To retain native vegetation within riparian corridors. New planting of vegetation with 
approval from the Town may be required where such vegetation will protect and enhance 
the corridor’s function and values. The removal of invasive vegetative species will be 
encouraged.

WRP-8 To administer the Town’s Critical Area Ordinance applicable to wetlands, streams, and 
aquifer recharge areas for land development activities to ensure the protection of water 
resources.

WRP-9 To protect wetlands by maximizing stormwater infiltration opportunities where possible 
and promoting the conservation of forest cover and native vegetation.

WRP-10 To coordinate with Snohomish County and Olympic View Water and Sewer District to 
designate and classify aquifer recharge and wellhead protection areas within the Town.

WRP-11 To provide for the protection of groundwater resources through stormwater and erosion 
control measures, water quality education programs, preservation of undeveloped open 
space and environmentally sensitive areas, and other best management practices that 
avoid impacts to groundwater.

WRP-12 To identify and regulate land uses that could have a potential significant adverse impact 
on groundwater quality and/or quantity.

Geologically Hazardous Area Policies: Landslides and Steep Slopes
GHAP-1 To coordinate with Snohomish County, Washington State Department of Ecology, State 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR), and other agencies with specific knowledge, to 
identify and designate areas of geological hazard and potential risk within the Town, 
including landslide, erosion, and seismic hazards.

GHAP-2 To administer the Town’s Critical Areas Ordinance for land use proposals located in 
geological hazardous areas to ensure that site work and structures are properly designed 
to minimize the risk of property damage, injury to occupants, and environmental 
degradation.

GHAP-3 To retain slopes of 40 percent or greater in a natural state, free of structures and other 
land surface modifications.

GHAP-4 To require special studies to evaluate seismic risks and to identify appropriate measures 
to reduce such risks.

GHAP-5 To require development adjacent to sensitive areas to preserve native vegetation, 
including unique habitat areas.

GHAP-6 To apply the Town’s critical area regulations to proposed developments adjacent to 
geological hazardous areas to establish effective buffers to protect the resource and 
promote public safety.
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Fish and Wildlife Habitat Policies
FWHP-1 To designate the following species and habitats of local significance, and consider 

regulations to protect them.

Species of local significance include the following:

Blacktail Deer Odocoileus hemionus

Coyote Canis latrans

Mountain Beaver Aplodpontia rufa rufa

Big Brown Bat Eptesicus fucus (WA priority species)

Myotis Bat Myotis sp. (WA priority species)

Sea Otter Enhydra lutris (WA priority species)

Bald Eagle Haliaeetus leucocephalus (WA priority species)

Band-tailed Pigeon Columba fasicata

Barred Owl Strix varia

Belted Kingfisher Ceryle alcypn

Cooper’s Hawk Accipeter cooperii

Great Blue Heron Ardea herodias (WA priority species)

Great Horned Owl Bubo virginianus

Long-eared Owl Asio otus

Merlin Falco columbarius (WA priority species)

Northern Saw-whet Owl Aegolius acadicus

Osprey Pandion haliaetus

Pileated Woodpecker Dryocopus pileatus (WA priority species)

Sharp-shinned Hawk Accipeter stratus

Western Screech Owl Otus kennicotti

Wood Duck Aix sponsa (WA priority species)

Pacific Herring Clupea pallasi (WA priority species)

Bull Trout Salvelinus confluentis (WA priority species)

Dolly Varden Salvelinus malma (WA priority species)

Chinook Salmon Oncorhynchus tschawytscha (WA priority species)

Coastal Resident & Searun Cutthroat Oncorhynchus clarki (WA priority species)

Coho Salmon Oncorhynchus kisutch (WA priority species)

Rainbow Trout & Steelhead Oncorhynchus mykiss (WA priority species)
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Noise Abatement Policies:
NAP-1 To enhance and/or maintain natural wooded areas to buffer residential areas from the 

Town’s streets or other obtrusive noise generating sources.

NAP-2 To maintain the current zoning of the Town’s land, which limits uses to residential, 
governmental services, and resource protection, and regulate land use activities within 
said zone districts to minimize noise pollution.

Plants and Wildlife Policies:
PWP-1 To protect natural habitats from destruction or disruption.

PWP-2 To maintain a plant and wildlife inventory of current flora and fauna habitats and species 
and to monitor changes as development occurs.

PWP-3 To develop a noxious weed abatement program applicable to both public and private 
properties.
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Figure 3-1
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Figure 3-2
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ATTACHMENT 4



Housing Element 
In the 2021 legislative session, HB 1220 substantially amended the housing-related provisions of the Growth Management Act (GMA), RCW 36.70A.070 (2). 
Local governments should review local comprehensive plan policies and countywide planning policies to be consistent with the updated requirements.  
Please refer to Commerce’s housing webpages for further information about the new requirements:  
Updating GMA Housing Elements and Planning for Housing 

a. Goals, policies, and objectives for the preservation, 
improvement, and development of housing. RCW 
36.70A.070(2)(b) and WAC 365-196-410(2)(a) Yes Yes 

Will need to prepare new goals and policies per DoC 
guidance and moderate density housing (2,3 and 
townhouse units) -Reference to Urban Village plan 
and zoning housing types. 

b. Within an urban growth area boundary, consideration of 
duplexes, triplexes, and townhomes. RCW 36.70A.070(2)(c) 
amended in 2021, WAC 365-196-300 

Yes No 
Urban Village plan and zoning designation. See (a) 
above. 

c. Consideration of housing locations in relation to employment 
locations and the role of ADUs.    RCW 36.70A.070(2)(d) 
amended in 2021 

No Yes Need to have a conversation about allowing ADUs 

d. An inventory and analysis of existing and projected housing 
needs over the planning period, by income band, consistent 
with the jurisdiction’s share of housing need, as provided by 
Commerce. RCW 36.70A.070(2)(a) amended in 2021,           
WAC 365-196-410(2)(b) and (c) 

 
No 

Yes 
Prepare housing needs based on DoC guidance and 
Snohomish County housing needs study. Anticipated 
for December 8th PAC meeting. 

e. Identification of capacity of land for housing including, but not 
limited to, government-assisted housing, housing for 
moderate, low, very low, and extremely low-income 
households, manufactured housing, multifamily housing, group 
homes, foster care facilities, emergency housing, emergency 
shelters, permanent supportive housing.          RCW 
36.70A.070(2)(c) amended in 2021, WAC 365-196-410(e) and 
(f) 

Yes Yes Update land use tables 

f. Adequate provisions for existing and projected housing needs 
for all economic segments of the community. RCW 
36.70A.070(2)(d) amended in 2021, WAC 365-196-010(g)(ii), 
WAC 365-196-300(f), WAC 365-196-410 and see Commerce’s 
Housing Action Plan (HAP) guidance: Guidance for Developing 
a Housing Action Plan    

No Yes Based on Sno. Co, housing needs report 
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http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-housing/updating-gma-housing-elements/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-housing/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=365-196-410
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=365-196-300
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=365-196-010
https://app.leg.wa.gov/WAC/default.aspx?cite=365-196-300
file:///C:/Users/suzanne.austin@commerce.wa.gov/Downloads/Guidance%20for%20Developing%20a%20Housing%20Action%20Plan_Public%20Review%20Draft_062420%20(2).pdf
file:///C:/Users/suzanne.austin@commerce.wa.gov/Downloads/Guidance%20for%20Developing%20a%20Housing%20Action%20Plan_Public%20Review%20Draft_062420%20(2).pdf


 

Housing Element 
In the 2021 legislative session, HB 1220 substantially amended the housing-related provisions of the Growth Management Act (GMA), RCW 36.70A.070 (2). 
Local governments should review local comprehensive plan policies and countywide planning policies to be consistent with the updated requirements.  
Please refer to Commerce’s housing webpages for further information about the new requirements:  
Updating GMA Housing Elements and Planning for Housing 

g. Identify local policies and regulations that result   in racially 
disparate impacts, displacement, and exclusion in housing, 

including: 

• Zoning that may have a discriminatory effect; 

• Disinvestment; and 

• Infrastructure availability 

RCW 36.70A.070(e) new in 2021 

No Yes 
Need to address zoning distribution and Town 
character in housing element 

h.  Establish policies and regulations to address and begin to 
undo racially disparate impacts, displacement, and exclusion in 
housing caused by local policies, plans, and actions.                        
RCW 36.70A.070(2)(f) new in 2021 

No Yes Same as (g) above 

i.  Identification of areas that may be at higher risk of 
displacement from market forces that occur with changes to 
zoning development regulations and capital investments.1 
RCW 36.70A.070(2)(g) new in 2021 

Establish anti-displacement policies, with consideration given to 
the preservation of historical and cultural communities as well 
as investments in low, very low, extremely low, and moderate-
income housing; equitable development initiatives; 
inclusionary zoning; community planning requirements; tenant 
protections; land disposition policies; and consideration of 
land that may be used for affordable housing.                  RCW 
36.70A.070(2)(h) new in 2021 

No Yes  
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http://apps.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-housing/updating-gma-housing-elements/
https://www.commerce.wa.gov/serving-communities/growth-management/growth-management-topics/planning-for-housing/
https://app.leg.wa.gov/RCW/default.aspx?cite=36.70A.070

